
Remove “Mental Retardation” from Statute – 
House Bill 158 
In 2009, the state of Ohio began the process of removing the terms “Mental Retardation” (MR) from the 
title of the state and county agencies charged with serving individuals with developmental disabilities. 
This change was prompted by self-advocates, family members and professionals in the field of services 
and supports for people with developmental disabilities.  

The change, adopted by the 128th General Assembly, only removed the terms from the names of the 
agencies and did not completely removed the use of the words in other areas of the Ohio Revised Code. 
However, in practice, professionals in the field began to refer to individuals with MR as individuals with 
cognitive, intellectual or developmental disabilities. This included a change in the reference to 
Intermediate Care Facilities that serve individuals with developmental disabilities. 

These changes reflected a growing recognition that the terms were often used in a negative or bullying 
connotation in regular society. Indeed, during discussion on Senate Bill 79, members of the 128th 
General Assembly heard many horror stories of how individuals with disabilities were called demeaning 
and demoralizing names. 

Recently, the Ohio State University released a study which found that words used to describe individuals 
with mental illness can result in a lower level of tolerance by individuals who do not have a mental 
illness. The study confirmed what people with disabilities have been saying for years; Words can and do 
hurt. 

In both 2010 and 2013, the federal government took steps to address the use of MR in federal statutes 
and regulations. Now that the federal government recognizes, in many cases, the use of the terms 
intellectual disability in place of MR, Ohio can move forward with changes as well. 

House Bill 158, introduced by state Representative Jonathan Dever and passed unanimously by the Ohio 
House of Representatives, would complete the work of self-advocates and family members to eliminate 
the use of MR by government agencies and organizations that serve them. The bill would virtually 
replace all uses of the terms MR with the words intellectual disabilities. There are just a few places 
where cross-referencing interstate compacts or existing federal law would not allow the change. 

According to the Legislative Service Commission’s fiscal note, House Bill 158 should have no fiscal effect 
on the state of Ohio or on county boards of developmental disabilities. This change will not cost the 
state of Ohio any money to enact.  

The bill is pending in the Senate State and Local Government Committee and has already had sponsor 
testimony.  

 

 



  



 

Person First Talking Points: 
In 2009, Ohio got rid of the words mental retardation in the name of the state 
agency and the name of the county board. Now, the state is trying to change the 
words everywhere else in the law. House Bill 158 would change the words 
mentally retarded person to “a person with intellectual disabilities”. This is person 
first and treats people with disabilities with respect. Support House Bill 158 to end 
the use of the R word. 

Listed below are examples of what you can say to your legislator about this issue: 

Hi, my name is _____________________________. 

I live in ___________________________________. 

I like House Bill 158 because it will get rid of the R word in the law. 

People with disabilities want to be treated with respect. 

A lot of people with disabilities have been called names and the R word is not a 
word that people use to say nice things. 

House Bill 158 also puts the person first. This little change means the law will 
put people before their disability. 

If you already voted on House Bill 158, I want to Thank You! 

If you have not voted yet, will you vote Yes? 

 

 (You can give them a copy of the fact sheet if you’d like.) 


